European Greenways definition

Greenways are communication routes reserved exclusively for non-motorised journeys,
developed in an integrated manner which enhances both the environment and quality of
life of the surrounding area. These routes should meet satisfactory standards of width,
gradient and surface condition to ensure that they are both user-friendly and low-risk for
users of all abilities. (Lille Declaration, European Greenways Association, 12th September
2000).

Functions of Greenways
In principle, Greenways - natural and cultural heritage trails have four basic functions:

1. Sustainable transport and safety

Greenways promote non-motorized forms of transport and mass transit, encourage
mobility and tourism related to walking, cycling, horse-riding, boating etc. Greenways
contribute to increasing road safety and sustainable transport in urban and rural areas

for many different user groups, including disabled, elderly and children.
2. Promoting healthy lifestyles

Greenways contribute to promoting healthy life-styles and improving the quality of life of
local residents and visitors by encouraging active tourism, recreation and sports in the

open air and in natural environments.
3. Development of eco-tourism and natural and cultural heritage conservation

Greenways contribute to the development of different types of environmentally-friendly
tourism, including creation and promotion of environmental tourist products. All tourist
products promoted along Greenways share the common principle of using local potential
and supporting local communities — they are created with local resources: tourist
services, cultural opportunities, local products and point of sale, as well as other
community initiatives. Greenways serve to support grassroots and regional initiatives

aimed at cultural, natural and landscape heritage conservation.



4. Supporting economic and social development of communities, including

enterprise development

Greenways contribute to the development of local economies and encourage enterprise
among local populations. Establishment of Greenways serves to initiate development of
accommodation, food and guiding services. Trails promote establishment of galleries and
points of sale for local products, tourism information services, sport and tourism

equipment hire services etc.



